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2022 Pasadena Showcase House of Design

Everything you know and love about the Pasadena Showcase House of Design is back as we
return to South Pasadena for the first time in over 40 years.

Anchoring a historic Greene & Green-planned neighborhood of century-old homes, this stately
1905 English Tudor mansion provides exquisite living atop a sprawling estate of natural beauty.
The nearly 10,000 square foot home was built for Mr. Harry Hawgood, an English civil engineer
whose career designing railways and waterways spanned multiple continents, from South Africa
to Wisconsin, Montana, throughout the West and across Southern California. The unique
concrete construction of the home, eschewing popular wood framing of the time, and its English
composition, has led many to believe Mr. Hawgood was also the architect. (No official architect
or builder has been ascribed to the project.) The home was built at a cost of $7,000. Nearby,
and constructed the same year, a concrete bridge and waiting station designed by Charles and
Henry Greene endurs a century later as a South Pasadena monument and has been listed on
the National Register of Historic Places. Mr. Hawgood eventually sold the home, and after
exchanging hands twice more, it was purchased by Mr. Carlos G. Stratton in 1948 and remained
a treasured family home for more than 70 years.



Despite its unique concrete construction, the home contains rich wood interiors and intriguing
period details including stained glass windows, ornate beamed ceilings, and floor-to-ceiling
travertine fireplaces. The entrance to the home stuns with a large reception hall and
accompanying grand ballroom staircase before leading on to the living room, office, family room,
library, dining room, butler’s pantry, kitchen, and maid’s quarters (with its own private kitchen).
The second floor features four baronial-sized bedrooms each with walk-in closet and ensuite,
and a morning room with views of the San Gabriel Mountains. Three of the bedrooms offer a
fireplace, providing intimacy and comfort in an otherwise vast space.

Complementing the main residence, the estate features a pool and 825 square foot modern
pool house with ample entertaining space and outdoor grill and fireplace. Artistically landscaped
sunken gardens wrap around the home with scenic paths leading down to the hidden edges of
the property. At the back of the property lies the original chauffeur’s quarters with two guest
apartments totaling 1,990 square feet, each featuring a bedroom, kitchen, bath, and living/dining
room. (This structure will not be included in the public tours.) The grounds feature an
abundance of live oaks and mature fruit trees including avocados, grapefruits, oranges,
apricots, figs, and lemons. A deodar cedar tree stands prominently at the front of the property
and welcomes visitors upon their arrival through the monogrammed iron gates.

House history by Tim Gregory, The Building Biographer
buildingbiographer.com


