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PASADENA SHOWCASE HOUSE FOR THE ARTS

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 6, 2008

BROOKSIDE COUNTRY CLUB
PRESIDENT:  GRETCHEN MCNALLY

Gretchen McNally called the meeting to order at 9:35 AM.  She wished everyone a Happy New Year and thanked everyone for attending.
RECORDING SECRETARY:   NANCY WARD 

Nancy Ward made a motion to approve the November General Meeting Minutes, as reviewed by Gretchen McNally, Donna Gotch and Eileen Reilly.  Delise Menik seconded the motion. APPROVED.
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:  CYNTHIA LEGATO

Cynthia Legato was not present.
BOARD TREASURER:  JEAN KEATLEY

Jean Keatley reported the following balances:

· Board Checking Account:

$56,421.72

· Board Money Market Account:
$417,900.00

BENEFIT TREASURER:  CINDY STEFFEN

Cindy Steffen was not present.  Jean Keatley reported the following balances:

· Benefit Checking Account: 

$94, 490.57

· Web Ticket Account:


$16,506.42

INVESTMENT FUND:  CHARLOTTE VARNER

Charlotte Varner was not present.  Gretchen reported that the balance in the Investment Fund Account is $2,551,287.55.  She announced that the Investment Fund Committee met last week for its year-end meeting with the advisor and he is pleased with the allocation percentages in the different funds. 
1st VICE PRESIDENT:   JOY SULLIVAN

Joy Sullivan was not present. 
2ND VICE PRESIDENT:  DELISE MENIK

Delise Menik announced that we took possession of the house on January 3rd.  She thanked Phyllis Wilburn, Karen Stracka and Donna Gotch for setting up the staffing office.  Pre –staffing began on January 28th.

 Delise reported for Jennifer Johnson and Joy Sullivan on the Empty House Party where 500 attendees previewed the 44th Showcase House. Gourmet delights were offered to guests at culinary stations throughout the house.  Peggy Dark from the Kitchen For Exploring Foods created a wonderful, Spanish Moorish menu.  Jennifer and Steve Higginbotham donated the wine. Special thanks was given to Priya Desai, Susan Jackson, Doris Christy, Susanne Abbott, Beverly Marksbury, Cheri Graham, Brigett Guitron, Lisa Lipman, Kathy Feely, Donna Gotch, Barbara Voors, Pam Ragus and Kait Sullivan for all their hard work on a spectacular Empty House Party. She also thanked Karen Stracka for her help with Move-In.

Delise reported that the demolition of the kitchen and two patios has been completed and the demolition of the pool will begin next week.

Donna Gotch announced the following Exterior Work Days for Mary Ann Clayton:

· March 15th – Men’s Work Day with rain day makeup scheduled for March 22nd
· March 29th – Rain day makeup is scheduled for April 5th.

Members may buy out of the Work Day with a check made out to PSHA for $40, although it is discouraged. Active and Business members are required to staff one Exterior Work Day, Provisionals are required to staff two Work Days and Intermediates and Associates are welcome to participate. Donna distributed the signup clipboard for Mary Ann.

Premiere Night co-chairs Cathy Raacke and Joan Vienna announced that Premier Night is Friday April 18th and will be held at Oakmont Country Club in Glendale.  Parking will be at Oakmont where you will be shuttled to the house for the tour and then back for dinner.  Tickets will be $150 per person.  The band, Film at Eleven, will provide music for dancing. A wonderful menu is being planned and there will be lots of surprises this year!

Susan Reitnouer listed the remaining Promotional Items for sale and encouraged us to purchase them.  All orders that have been received have been filled. 

Donna Gotch spoke regarding staffing at the House.  A few members still need to sign up for the pre and post staffing. There are many shifts that still need to be staffed so she would appreciate any members who sign up for an extra shift. She distributed the pre-staffing calendar to members. Donna thanked the Intermediate and Associate members who signed up to pre and post staff, as it is not a requirement. She reminded staffers to bring snacks for the workers and to dress warmly. When visiting the House, park on the house side of the street. If you cannot staff your shift, please contact another member and then let Donna know of the change. Donna thanked the Provisionals who have already completed their pre-staffing.

Donna reported that this year there are 1400 staffing positions for 62 shifts at the House. Please sign up for your shifts at the Shops and Tickets before signing up for House staffing. The deadline for submitting your House staffing dates is Monday, February 11th.

Donna clarified member staffing requirements:

· Actives:  10 Showcase staffings, with 5 in the House

· Provisionals:  10 Showcase staffings, all in the House

· Business:  6 Showcase staffings, with 3 in the House

· Intermediates:  4 Showcase staffings, either at the House, Shops or Tickets

Donna noted that this year’s caterer is responsible for staffing the restaurant; so, members will not have that option.

Donna reported that this years’ Troubleshooter positions have already been filled with the core team, which includes the President, Benefit Chair, Exterior and Interior Chairs and Assistant to the Benefit Chair. Members can buy out of half of their House Staffings, with these restrictions: 

· You cannot buy out of your shift if you are Captain, Co-Captain, Front Door, or Troubleshooter. 

· You cannot buy out of a shift at The Shops or Tickets.

If you need to buy out of any of your House staffings, please contact Donna and she will email you the list of paid staffers. Then contact the paid staffer directly and make the necessary arrangements including payment of $40 per shift.  Donna discouraged members from buying out of their House staffings, as we are our best Ambassadors.

Donna listed the 18 Community Volunteer Organizations that she has secured to be docents in this years House.  They are:

 Affiliates at Large of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Alhambra/San Gabriel American Association of University Women, Canada Auxiliary of Professionals, College Womens’ Club of Pasadena, Committee of Professional Women, Delta Kappa Gamma –Omicron, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc Pasadena Alumnae Chapter, Foothill Philharmonic Committee, Friends of the Pasadena Playhouse, Glendale Committee of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Long Beach Auxiliary of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Montebello/Monterey Park American Association of University Women, P.E.O.M.Z., San Marino Auxiliary of Five Acres, Shakespeare League, Teen Futures, Trojan Affiliates and Verdugo Hills Chorus. 

Donna asked that we welcome these Community Staffers whenever we see them. They fill more than one half of the House staffing shifts, or 800 of the 1400 positions. 

Susanne Abbott, Restaurant Co-Chair, announced that the caterer for the Restaurant at Showcase will be Wolfgang Puck.  Delise added that Wolfgang has come up with a wonderful theme menu including a tapas bar.

Kathy Feely, Ticket Co-Chair, announced that in the first 5 days of ticket sales, we sold 882 tickets, totaling $29,980. She hoped that everyone received the ticket flyers, which were mailed last week. A decision was made this year to not do the Showcase House poster as in past years. Please take flyers to businesses where you previously had taken posters.  Tickets are being printed. Nancy Ward is handling Member tickets, which will go on sale March 1st for $25. 

Vicki Liske reported that there are still plenty of Gift Certificates available. Members can purchase a total of 30 Gift Certificates at $25 each.

Delise thanked everyone on the Benefit Committee for their hard work.
3RD VICE PRESIDENT -  FINANCE:   MARTI FARLEY

Marti Farley reported that the Finance Committee is currently involved in the audit and it is going smoothly.
4TH VICE PRESIDENT - GIFTS AND GRANTS:   JAN MCEACHERN

Jan McEachern noted that there was less money to give in grants this year due to the amount that was allocated to Descanso Gardens from last years Showcase House. There were 44 grant applications this year and her committee met and decided on 23 gift and grant recipients in addition the funds allocated to the Los Angeles Philharmonic and Descanso Gardens.. They will be announced at the March General Meeting, after approval by the Board in February.  She thanked her Gifts and Grants Committee members: Susanne Abbott, Cheri Graham, Kathryn Hofgaarden, Jennifer Johnson, Jean Keatley, Ruth Kokka, Janice Lambert, Gretchen McNally, Michaeline Re, Eileen Reilly and Joy Sullivan.

Jan is hopeful that some of the recipients will be able to perform during Showcase House.

PARLIAMENTARIAN:  JENNIFER JOHNSON

Jennifer Johnson was not present.
HOSPITALITY:  BRIGETT GUITRON

Gretchen thanked Brigett for arranging the delicious breakfast. 

Brigett Guitron announced that the next General Meeting will be held at Descanso Gardens in the Rose Pavilion.  The March Meeting is mandatory and the Showcase Member group picture will be taken for the Showcase Program.

INSTRUMENTAL COMPETITION:  SUSANNE ABBOTT

Susanne Abbott reported that the Instrumental Competition was held the past week with Preliminaries on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings and Finals on Sunday evening. Susanne announced the following winners, their age and instrument:

· Grand Prize and Christina Varner Memorial Award:  Pasha Tseitlin, 22, Violin

· 1st Prize – Woodwinds:  Alexandra Wallin, 21, Flute

· 2nd Prize – Woodwinds:  Jose Gonzalez, 22, Clarinet

· 2nd Prize – Brass:  Carrie Schafer, 22, Trumpet

· 2nd Prize – Brass:  Sam Armstrong, 18, Trombone

· 1st Prize – Strings:  Ni Tao, 23, Cello

· 2nd Prize – Strings:  Ryan Lee, 23, Violin

· Jack Smith Memorial Award (Most Promising):  Mason Yu, 17, Violin

Susanne thanked everyone on her committee and the judges liaisons:  Marilyn Anderson,  Doris Christy, Mary Ann Clayton, Holly Cornet, Buni DeMesme-Anders, Marti Farley, Kathy Feely, Liz Giordano, Assistant Wendy Hites, Kathryn Hofgaarden, Jean Keatley, Dana Marevich, Beverly Marksbury, Vicki McCluggage, Cathy Raacke, and Kaytie Watkins. 

MEMBERSHIP:  HOLLY CORNET

Holly Cornet reminded members to sign in to get credit for attending today’s meeting. She also noted that if you are unable to attend the mandatory March General Meeting, to please send her a written note or email.  

Holly encouraged everyone to be thinking of possible new members. The New Member Tea will be held May 3rd at 4 PM at the Showcase House.  She has new member packets available today.
Gretchen suggested that any new prospective members may volunteer to staff the House.

Anyone with new member questions or staffing requirement questions, please contact Holly.

MUSIC MOBILE:  SHELLY REISCH

Shelly Reisch announced that the Music Mobile signup clipboard was being distributed and that there are 10 dates still available. She thanked those members who have already staffed and encouraged those who have not, to please sign up. 
PROVISIONALS: BEVERLY MARKSBURY

Beverly Marksbury noted that 5 of the 6 Provisional members were in attendance and she reintroduced them. The Provisionals pictures will be in the staffing office so members can recognize and greet them.

PUBLICATIONS:  DONNA GOTCH

Donna Gotch announced that the February/March issue of Just in Showcase will be coming out soon.  The deadline for articles is today.

Gretchen reported that the new website is up and running and mass emails can now be sent. She thanked everyone for their patience with the website problems, as it is a work in progress and will continue to improve. She also encouraged everyone to visit the fabulous new website and thanked Donna Gotch and Kathryn Hofgaarden for all their hard work. Kathryn will present it to the membership at the March General Meeting. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  KAYTIE WATKINS

Kaytie Watkins thanked her PR Committee for all their hard work on the Empty House Party. She announced that today is the deadline for the Interior, Exterior, Restaurant and Shops Chairment to send her their bio information. 

SEASON TICKETS:  MONICA MILLER WALSH

Monica Miller Walsh reported that there are three remaining concerts. If you cannot use your tickets, please return them to her as she has a wait list of members wanting to attend. 

YOUTH CONCERT:  DANA MAREVICH

Dana Marevich announced that the Board approved the date for the 2008 Youth Concert. It will be held Friday November 21st with an alternate date of November 14th.

ASSOCIATE REPRESENTATIVE:  SUSAN RATLIFF

Susan Ratliff was not present.

INTERMEDIATE REPRESENTATIVES: ROBIN HATHEWAY, KAREN STRACKA

Karen Stracka reported that Associates and Intermediates had a great party the previous evening.  Carol Liebau, who is a member, political analyst, attorney and author, spoke about her recent publication, “Prude”.

ARCHIVIST/HISTORIAN:   KATHRYN HOFGAARDEN

Kathryn Hofgaarden had no report. 

TELEPHONES:  EILEEN REILLY

Eileen Reilly requested members to let her know if they have any changes to their telephone messages.

As Graphics Chairman, Eileen asked members to send her copies of anything printed for the Empty House Party, Public Relations, Neighbors Party, or Instrumental Competition, as she needs them for Graphics records.  
Eileen announced that Showcase nametags will be distributed at Punch and Lunch and the Associates’/Intermediates’ Tea and Tour, and encouraged all members to attend. 
OLD BUSINESS – 

None.

NEW BUSINESS –

None.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 A.M.

Respectfully submitted by:

Nancy Ward, Recording Secretary
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